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Readers, PTO, Honorary Assistant Bishops, Area Deans, Assistant Area Deans, Lay Deans, 
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Dear Sisters and Brothers 
 
I am delighted to let you know that yesterday the College of Canons of the Cathedral formally 
elected +Michael Beasley as our new Bishop of Bath and Wells. This is the second part of a process 
following his nomination by Her Majesty the Queen announced on 28th April. On Wednesday 29th 
June, the Confirmation of Election ceremony will take place at Lambeth Palace, to which a very 
few people will be invited to hear the Archbishop’s Charge to +Michael. It is at this point that 
+Michael formally becomes the 80th Bishop of Bath and Wells. 
 
There is still more ceremony to come with +Michael required to pay homage to the Queen. As yet 
we have no date for this to take place and until it is confirmed we are unable to arrange an 
Installation service here in the Diocese. We are anticipating that we will be looking to have the 
Installation in the autumn. 
 
Bishop Michael and his family will be moving into their new home in the Bishop’s Palace during 
August and he will begin his ministry making some ‘get to know you’ visits from October. During 
the period before +Michael takes up full responsibility at his Installation, +Ruth will continue with 
the delegated responsibility of oversight across the diocese.  
 
Please continue to pray for +Michael, Lizzie, Charlie and Connie as they prepare to move and 
settle here. We look forward to welcoming them! 
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We shall be holding a Diocesan Day of Prayer on Thursday 30th June following the Confirmation of 
Election to pray for this next chapter in the life of the Diocese. It will be an opportunity for us all to 
gather in our various localities, or individually, to pray for +Michael and to pray for ourselves. The 
Bishops’ Staff team along with Council and Synod have agreed to make time to pray in response to 
the challenges the Church faces with reduced resources. You will have received some recent 
information about the diocesan financial position which we hope you will find of value to reflect 
upon with your church. Please make use of this day to consider the generosity and abundance of 
God’s grace and gifts to us alongside the need for us to face the future with realism and hope. 
 
There is much to give thanks for as we celebrate both lay and ordained ministry across the Diocese 
and we would encourage you to include this in your prayer too. On Saturday 25th June we shall be 
ordaining our priests at Bath Abbey in the morning and Taunton Minster in the afternoon. On 
Friday 1st July we shall be licensing our new lay curates who will then be ordained deacons in the 
Cathedral on Sunday 2nd October. In addition we have new Readers being welcomed and licensed 
on Saturday 1st October and a celebration of all lay ministries on Saturday 2nd July. 
 
We are moving into the season of Archdeacon’s Visitations where Churchwardens are sworn in for 
the year ahead. Thank you to all who have served over the last year and all committing to serve in 
the Church in the capacity of Warden for the year ahead and for the vital contribution your 
ministry makes to the life of the Church. The Visitations this year will also include the 
commissioning of Lay Deans and praying for the deanery leadership. Please do check the 
visitations page on the diocesan website in order to find the dates for your deanery and if possible 
join in supporting and praying for them on that occasion. 
 
We are thankful to God for all the wealth of resources He has given us and so as we pray let us be 
open to the response He might be calling from us too. Some deaneries and parishes have begun 
thinking about what shared local ministry might look like in their community, considering the 
resources available to them. We want to encourage you to embark on this journey too if you have 
not already begun to do so. Please do draw on the support available to you through your Deanery 
Accompanier and the recently reshaped Archdeaconry deanery and parish advisers, led by Julia 
Hill. 
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Many of us have marked Easter as a moment to reset and refresh our worship. If you are not 
already aware, please note that national advice now permits a return to receiving both bread and 
wine in the Eucharist. However, you will each wish to take note of your local circumstances and 
therefore please continue to think and plan carefully together in your context. We have been so 
grateful for the way in which churches, chaplaincies and schools have supported each other 
through these challenging times and we urge you to continue to take care of your own as well as 
others’ wellbeing. 
 
This remains a time of uncertainty with the Ukraine war and anxiety over the future. The cost of 
living is rising and bringing with it significant concern for many. The Church Commissioners have 
responded with an increased commitment to support local mission and ministry over the next 
three years. In addition they are providing some funding towards those in ministry who are 
experiencing particular hardship. An Ad Clerum will shortly be sent to our ministers outlining how 
and where to find help. 
 
We continue to focus on the passage from Philippians 4 as our Dwelling the Word passage and so 
we end with some of those words 
 

‘Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of 
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus.’ 

 
With thankfulness for all you are. 

 

  


